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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER  NO.  15 
April,  1971 

1970  FALL  MEETING 

The  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music  served  as  host  for  our  meeting  on 
October  23,  1970.  Acquisition  was  the  topic  for  the  day,  with  the  morning  devoted 
to  the  acquisition  of  scores,  and  the  afternoon  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of 
records . 

The  members  of  the  panel  for  the  morning  session  were:  Mary  Lou  Little 
(Harvard  University),  Alfred  Kuhn  (Yale  University)  and  John  Wiser  (Joseph  Boonin, 
Inc.).  As  there  was  so  much  information  offered  both  by  the  panel  members  and  the 
members  of  the  audience, we  will  try  and  present  a  summary  of  the  discussion. 

ORDERING  -  MAIN  POINTS 

A  Library  of  Congress  catalog  card  is  ideal  to  use  for  ordering 
as  it  supplies  all  the  information  a  dealer  needs. 

When  a  Library  of  Congress  card  is  not  available  information  may 
be  obtained  from  dealers  or  publishers  catalogs,  journals  and  advertisements. 

As  dealers  are  reluctant  to  list  publishers  in  their  catalogs,  it 
is  desirable  to  work  with  a  dealer  you  trust,  or  specify  the  edition  you  want, 

Sometimes  a  dealer's  catalog  will  not  state  that  an  item  is  part  of 
a  series,  so  it  is  necessary  to  state  in  your  order  that  you  want  a  report  if 
the  item  is  part  of  a  series,  or  state  "do  not  want  if  part  of  series". 

Music  title  paperbacks  are  best  ordered  from  a  paperback  jobber  and 
not  from  a  music  dealer. 

For  rush  orders  you  must  specify  when  you  need  the  item  and  what 
rate  of  mail  you  want  the  dealer  to  use. 

Dealers  have  a  problem  reporting  the  status  of  items  because  the 
publishers  are  unwilling  to  give  out  exact  information. 

AMERICAN  AGENTS  OF  FOREIGN  PUBLICATIONS 

These  agents  do  not  properly  fulfill  their  obligations  as  they  do 
not  fully  stock  the  foreign  publications  they  handle. 

American  agents  will  mark  up  European  prices  by  eighty  and  ninety 
percent.  If  you  are  willing  to  wait  you  can  generally  save  money  by  ordering 
from  an  overseas  dealer. 

It  is  illegal  to  go  around  the  American  agents  to  the  publishers, 
but  it  is  done. 

BLANKET  ORDERS 

Yale  has  a  blanket  order  for  festschriften  and  is  pleased  with  it. 
Harvard  had  the  same,  but  felt  that  the  dealers  missed  some,  and  so  they 
dropped  it. 

Boston  Public  Library  has  a  blanket  order  for  all  university  press 
books,  as  well  as  all  domestic,  German,  French  and  British  material.  In  this 
manner  they  do  get  a  lot  of  things  they  don't  want  and  also  miss  out  on  some. 

SECONDHAND  CATALOGS 

These  catalogs  are  listed  in  NOTES. 

Ideally  you  should  send  in  your  order  on  the  same  day  you  receive 
the  catalog,  as  most  items  represent  only  one  copy. 

The  exact  condition  of  the  book  is  not  always  specified. 

A  desiderate  file  speeds  up  ordering  from  secondhand  catalogs. 
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MATERIAL  PUBLISHED  BEHIND  THE  IRON  CURTAIN 

Books  and  scores  are  published  in  limited  editions,  so  you  must 
get  your  order  in  before  publication. 

MCA  handles  Russian  scores. 

Culture  (P.O.  Box  30794,  TCU  Station,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  76129) 
will  send  Hungarian  materials  direct. 

Harrassowitz  will  supply  Czechoslovakian  materials. 

The  members  of  the  panel  for  our  afternoon  discussion  on  the  acquisition 
of  records  were:  Robert  Anderson  (Harvard  University),  Berbard  Blinn  (Discount 
Records,  Inc.),  Leon  Golovner  (Chesterfield  Music  Shops)  and  Shirley  Utudjian 
(Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass.). 

SUMMARY  OF  PRESENTATION  BY  RECORD  DEALERS 

A  librarian  should  probably  use  both  a  local  dealer  and  a  mail 
order  house.  Your  suppliers  should  strike  a  balance  between  good  stock 
and  good  prices.  Price  should  not  be  the  only  consideration. 

When  a  library  puts  a  record  order  out  for  competitive  bidding, 
it  winds  up  paying  more  because  of  the  lost  time  involved. 

Mail  order  houses  gear  themselves  toward  special  ordering. 

A  retail  store  will  take  orders  in  three  ways:  by  mail,  by  phone 
and  by  a  librarian  coming  into  the  store  and  picking  records  right  off  the 
shelves . 

Schwann  is  usually  months  behind  for  both  additions  and  deletions. 
A  knowledgeable  dealer,  therefore,  is  the  only  reliable  source  of  information. 
Records  and  Recordings  lists  monthly  all  the  records  that  are  being  deleted. 

Both  mail  order  houses  and  retail  stores  will  back  order,  but  the 
dealer  is  delayed  in  notifying  the  status  of  the  items  as  the  records 
companies  are  unwilling  to  notify  the  dealers. 

SUMMARY  OF  PRESENTATION  BY  LIBRARIANS 
UNIVERSITY  -  Record  reviews  in  periodicals,  record  catalogs,  faculty 
requests  and  material  requested  for  course  work  are  all  used  to  purchase 
records . 

Two  articles  were  recommended  in  Hi  Fi /Stereo  Review.  In  the  November 

1969  issue  there  is  a  list  of  American  record  companies  and  in  the  Spetember 

1970  issue  there  is  a  list  of  European  companies. 

They  try  to  deal  with  companies  who  offer  good  service  and  the 
best  discount.  This  means  that  they  shop  around. 

PUBLIC  -  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  they  have  to  decide  how  much  money 
will  be  spent  at  each  company  they  deal  with,  in  other  words,  encumbering 
funds.  But  during  the  course  of  the  year  funds  can  be  transferred. 

A  source  that  offers  a  uniform  discount  is  used  because  it  is 
felt  that  shopping  around  wastes  time. 

Obscure  lables  are  ordered  directly  from  their  publishers  and 
not  from  mail  order  houses. 

Some  lables  will  give  you  forty  percent  off  if  you  get  every- 
thing on  approval  from  them.  For  example:  CMS  Records. 

Of  the  record  catalog  that  are  received  in  the  mail  some  are 
deceptive.  They  seem  to  offer  good  discounts,  while  you  can  do  better  if 
you  stick  with  your  local  dealer. 


DIRECTORY  OF  MUSIC  LIBRARIES  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 

The  second  edition  of  our  Directory  was  printed  and  distributed  in  the  fall. 
Members  receive  a  free  copy,  while  non-members  may  obtain  a  copy  by  sending  $1.50 
to  Dorothy  Traub,  Library.  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  290  Huntington 
Avenue,  Boston,  Mass.  02115. 

PERIODICAL  SURVEY 


In  our  fall  mailing  we  included  a  form  and  requested  the  recipients  to  type 
out  their  periodical  holdings  and  submit  them  to  us  so  that  we  could  compile  a 
Union  List  of  Music  Periodicals  held  by  libraries  in  New  England.  If  you  did  not 
receive  a  form,  or  have  a  completed  form,  please  contact  Dorothy  Traub. 

MEMBERSHIP  -  DUES 

Our  collection  of  1970-71  dues  began  in  the  fall.  If  you  paid  at  that  time 
please  ignore  that  item  on  the  enclosed  registration  slip.  If  you  have  not 
become  a  member  for  this  year  we  encourage  you  to  send  in  your  $2.00  even  if 
you  are  unable  to  attend  our  spring  meeting. 

M.L.A.  SUMMER  MEETING 

M.L.A.  will  meet  during  the  last  week  of  June  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Preceding  the 
regular  meetings  there  will  be  an  institute  conducted  by  Ruth  Watanabe  (Eastman 
School  of  Music)  on  "Selection  and  acquisition,"  for  which  a  $10.00  registration 
fee  will  be  charged. 

WANT  AND  DUPLICATE  LISTS 

If  you  have  want  or  duplicate  lists,  or  material  you  want  to  give  away,  bring 
it  all  to  our  spring  meeting.  Please  bring  multiple  copies  of  your  lists  (we  expect 
30  -  40  people  at  the  meeting). 

REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

The  Nominating  Committee  of  the  New  England  Chapter  of  the  Music  Library 
Association  respectfully  submits  to  the  membership  the  following  slate  of 
candidates  for  election  as  chapter  officers  for  1971-1972: 

Chairman  -  Ruth  Bleecker,  Curator  of  Music,  Boston  Public  Library, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Vice-Chairman  -  Dorothy  McAdoo.  Music  Librarian,  University  of  Conn., 

Storrs,  Conn. 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  Robert  Cunningham,  Music  Cataloguer,  Smith  College, 

Northampton,  Mass. 
Member-at-Large  -  Sydney  Beck,  Librarian,  New  England  Conservatory 

of  Music,  Boston,  Mass. 

Additional  confirmed  nominations  will  be  in  order  during  the  spring 
business  meeting. 

Respectful lv  submitted, 

Mary  Ankudowich.  chairman 
Ethel  Bacon 
Franklin  Taolin 
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1971  SPRING  MEETING 

As  you  can  see  from  the  enclosed  program  our  spring  meeting  will  be  held 
on  April  30th  (Friday)  at  Yale,  and  will  cover  a  variety  of  topics. 

IF  YOU  ARE  DRIVING  -  There  is  no  parking  available  right  around 
the  Music  Building.  Al  Kuhn,  therefore  has  provided  us  with  directions 
into  New  Haven,  and  to  the  nearest  parking  area.  You  will  also  find  a 
map  on  the  back  of  your  program. 

Coming  down  1-91,  take  Trumbull  Street  exit  (right  turn),  turn 
left  on  Temple  Street,  straight  ahead  to  Crown  Street  (between  Macy's 
and  Malley's)  and  Municipal  Parking  Area  which  is  elevated;  coming 
down  1-95,  take  Down  Town  exit  (right  turn),  turn  right  at  Malley's 
Department  Store  (Church  Street),  go  left  around  Malley's  to 
Municipal  Parking  Area.  A  short  walk  across  the  Green  will  bring 
you  "Home". 

IF  YOU  ARE  COMIMG  THE  DAY  BEFORE  -  The  nearest  motels  are  the 
Downtown  Holiday  Inn  on  Whalley  Avenue  and  the  Midtown  Motor  Inn  on 
Chapel  Street. 

LUNCH  -  We  have  arranged  to  have  lunch  in  the  University 
Cafeteria  so  you  will  each  be  able  to  buy  and  pay  for  what  you  choose. 
Therefore,  of  course,  we  will  not  be  collecting  lunch  money  at  this 
time,  but  please  don't  forget  to  indicate  on  the  form  below  if  you 
will  be  eating  with  us,  as  we  have  to  let  the  Cafeteria  know  how  many 
of  us  there  will  be. 

Please  fill  out  this  form  and  return  it  BY  APRIL  23  rd  TO:  Helen  W. 
Slotkin,  Morse  Music  Library,  Radcliffe  College,  59  Shepard  Street,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  02138.  Make  check  payable  to  Music  Library  Association,  New  England 
Chapter. 


1971  Spring  Meeting 
NAME 


MAILING  ADDRESS:  LIBRARY  ADDRESS: 


Fees:  1970-1971  Dues:  $2.00        Registration:  $.50 
/   /  Luncheon  reservation 
/   /  Check  for  $ enclosed:   /   /  Registration;  /   /  Dues 


MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 

Spring  Meeting 
Friday,  April  30,  1971 
Music  Library,  Yale  University 
New  Haven,  Connecticut 


REGISTRATION:   Lobby  of  Sprague  Hall  9:30  -  10:00  a.m. 

MORNING  SESSION:   Room  1  10:00  -  11:30  a.m. 

Special  Collections 

Mary  M.  Ankudowich:   Alfred  Einstein  Collection  at  Smith  College 
Sydney  Beck:   Americana  at  the  New  England  Conservatory 

LUNCH:   University  Cafeteria  11:30  a.m. 

BUSINESS  MEETING:   Room  1  1:00  -  3:00  p.m. 

Will  include  a  report  on  the  Institute  on  Library  of  Congress 
Music  Cataloging  Policies  and  Procedures,  presented  by  Dorothy 
J.  McAdoo  (University  of  Connecticut,  Storrs)  and  Robert  L. 
Cunningham  (Smith  College);  as  well  as  a  discussion  of  general 
budget  cuts,  led  by  Natalie  Breed  (Boston  Public  Library). 

TOUR  OF  THE  BEINECKE  RARE  BOOK  AND  MANUSCRIPT  LIBRARY     3:00  p.m. 

RECEPTION  IN  THE  MUSIC  LIBRARY  4:00  p.m. 

Host:  General  Bookbinding  Company 
Chesterland,  Ohio 
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